Golden Goa

Archbishop and first Primate of Asia from 1595 to 1610, was
of their Order. Their Provincial was a prominent grandee. We
have seen one of them preaching at an auto-da-fe. If the Dom-
inicans can be described as the police of the Church in Portuguese
Asia, and the Jesuits as its diplomatists, by the same analogy
the Augustinians may be spoken of as its preachers and mission-
aries. The reader will immediately think of exceptions to this
classification. Xavier the first Jesuit was pre-eminently a mission-
ary; the Jesuit College of Santa Fe was largely an establishment
for educating the children of converted Asiatics; Menezes on the
other hand was a man of affairs, and by his persecution of the
Nestorians had something of the Dominican fervour; and as we
shall see, Manrique had his diplomatic triumphs. On the whole,
however, particularly at this date, the Augustinians were distin-
guished above the others for their missionary organization. They
had an important monastery at Cochin, in Malabar, the clergy of
the place being all under their control and the right to evangelize
restricted to their Order. And they were the leading Order in
Bengal, where they had churches and monasteries at a number of
towns, the most important of which was Hugli, a trading post
some twenty-five miles north of the site of the present city of
Calcutta, which the Mughal Emperor, Akbar, had permitted the
Portuguese to build in 1580.

From Hugli missionary settlements had spread to Chittagong
and eastwards along the coast of the Bay of Bengal. These acti-
vities had as a rule nothing dramatic or spectacular about them.
The Augustinians sought to convert the local inhabitants in a
manner which did not differ from that of modern missionaries.
They were more practical, more prudent, and more modest than
the Jesuits. They do not seem to have expected a grand conversion
of the Orient, and were content to labour in their Master's vine-
yard and gather such fruits as they reasonably might. Yet some-
times it fell to their friars to undertake duties of an extraordinary
kind. Such was the experience of Fr. Serbastiao Manrique*
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